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Acknowledgment of Country

I would like to acknowledge that the land we are meeting on is that of 
the Larrakia people, and pay my respects to Elders past, present and 
emerging. 
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Overview

• Is soy sauce really the problem?

• What do we know about the social and economic costs 
and harms of alcohol in the NT?

• What can be done to strengthen the alcohol policy 
reform agenda in the NT and its linkages to other social 
policies?

• What does action on SDH really mean?
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Is soy sauce the problem?

• Misguided licensing actions and 
subsequent media coverage – has 
hindered conversations about the 
social costs of alcohol in the NT

• Politicisation of alcohol legislation -
poorly timed given emerging 
alcohol policy innovation in the NT.

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/

epdf/10.1002/hpja.222

(Smith et al, 2019)

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/hpja.222
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Is soy sauce the problem?
• Alcohol harms need to be (re)positioned as a pubic health 

issue influenced by social, political and commercial 
determinants of health

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/e

pdf/10.1002/hpja.216 (Thorn, 2018)

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf
/10.1002/hpja.242 (Smith et al, 2019)

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/hpja.216
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/hpja.242
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https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.
1002/hpja.216 (Thorn, 2018)

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.
1002/hpja.242 (Smith et al, 2019)

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/hpja.216
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/hpja.242
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What do we know?

Riley et al, 2017, p1 
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• Historically the NT has been perceived as a heavy drinking 
culture…in fact, the NT has the highest per capita alcohol 
consumption in Australia

• This is evident in public discourse and used in marketing
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Smith, Whetton and d’Abbs et al 2019 Northern Territory Government, 2019 



Click to edit Master title style

Click to edit Master subtitle style

• A summary of the tangible costs includes:

– Total health costs equate to $100,177,195

– Total road crash costs equate to $57,626,900 (excluding 
mortality and hospital separations)

– Total quantifiable costs of crime equate to $272,577,240

– Total child protection costs equate to $170,912,745 

• The most significant intangible costs are:

– Intangible costs of premature death of $652.5 million 

– Intangible costs of permanent impairment from road crash 
injuries of $17.1 million

– Intangible costs of crime (e.g. pain and suffering, reduced feeling 
of safety) of $15.9 million 

Smith, Whetton and d’Abbs et al 2019
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So what is the NT doing about this?

• Riley Review 2017 – 220 Recommendations

• Alcohol Harm Minimisation Action Plan 2018-2019

• FASD Strategy 2018-2024

• Revision of NT Liquor Act

• Alcohol Policy Interventions

– Banned Drinker Register (BDR)

– Minimum Floor Price (MFP)

– Police Auxiliary Liquor Inspectors (PALIs)

• Development of an Alcohol Treatment Services 
Framework

• AOD Workforce Strategy
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Building the evidence-base for action
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Number of people on the BDR by date, and percentage by gender 

and Aboriginal status

Smith & Adamson, 2018

Source: Department of Attorney General and Justice 
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• Current investment about right, but redistribution of funding and 
service delivery is required

• More treatment required to respond to mild and moderate needs

• Better linkages between alcohol, health, and social services

• Areas for rapid improvement:
– Screening and Brief Interventions (SBI) - large unmet need for SBI in non-

specialist treatment settings by GPs, primary health care providers, and 
ACCHOs

– Concurrent support and case management - continued investment in 
intensive support programs, and liaison with social support services concurrently 
with community-based care may allow for high need clients to be managed 
effectively in community rather than residential rehabilitation services

– Access to services in remote and very remote locations – need to ensure 
equity of access throughout the alcohol treatment services system. 

– Evaluation - Building monitoring and evaluation capacity across the alcohol 
treatment services system is challenging, but critical.

Stephens et al 2019 



Click to edit Master title style

Click to edit Master subtitle style

Northern Territory Government, 2018 
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NT Alcohol Harm Minimisation Action Plan 2018-2019
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(NTG, 2018)
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Action on SDoH requires:
– A well orchestrated joined-up government response

– A supportive legislative and regulatory basis 

– Enhanced cross-sectoral co-ordination and 
integration between health and social services

– An explicit health equity lens (including efforts to 
reduce the impact of colonialism and racism)

– Both targeted and universal interventions, particularly 
those that address structural and systemic issues 
(and these need to be applied proportionately)

– A strong commitment to monitoring and evaluation, 
particularly in relation to Indigenous affairs contexts
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Alcohol policy and research 

leadership in the NT: 

• The National Alliance for Action on 
Alcohol awarded the Northern 
Territory Government the 2019 
National Best Performer for Alcohol 
Policy Development and 
Implementation.

• The Alcohol & Drug Foundation 
named Menzies the winner of the 
2019 National Alcohol and Other 
Drugs Excellence and Innovation 
Award (Research)  
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