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Introducing the Tangentyere Women’s 

Family Safety Group
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Tangentyere Family Violence Prevention 

Program

“We open up the windows and the doors 

and let the violence out” 
Tangentyere Women’s Family Safety Group
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Tangentyere Family Violence Prevention  

Program
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Tangentyere 

Men’s Behaviour 

Change Program

Tangentyere Women’s 

Family Safety Group 

Domestic Violence 

Specialist Children’s 

Service

Men’s Outreach And 

Referral Service 



Mums Can, Dads Can 5

 National and International evidence demonstrates 

that gender inequality and rigid gender stereotypes 

are a significant predictor of violence against 

women. The Tangentyere Family Violence 

Prevention Program started this violence prevention 
project, "Mums Can, Dads Can"- to start 

challenging those rigid gender stereotypes. 

 The Mums Can, Dads Can project addresses 

unhelpful stereotypes and develops key alternative 

messages that  are culturally appropriate and truly 

resonate with the Alice Springs Town Camps and 
other Central Australian Aboriginal communities



Mums Can, Dads Can 6

 The project 

aims to assist 

parents in 

considering the 

gender role, 

stereotype in 

their 

relationships.



Mums Can, Dads Can Resources 7

 Posters

 Social Media 

post examples

 T-shirts (500)

 Italks animation

 Children’s book 

(in 

development)

 Tool Kit (in 

development)    



Mums Can, Dads 

Can 
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 The  project is strength based, 

fun and enjoyable, building on 

community strengths while 

challenging beliefs and 

attitudes regarding the role of 

women and men and sending 

powerful messages to 

community members about 

gender stereotypes particularly 

in the context of mothers and 

fathers.



Mums Can, Dads Can
Faces of our community
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Mums Can, Dads Can 

Faces of our community
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Community Readiness 11

• We knew that before we could start this Mums Can 

Dads Can Project, the Community needed to be 

ready (or to see Gender inequality as a problem) 

to start talking about these issues

• Non- Indigenous people need to be practicing in a 

way that is culturally safe. 

• (See Good Worker Poster).

• When both groups are ready to work together 

and build relationships, this is two-way learning. 



12Social Media Reach 135.2K



Italks 13

Mums Can Dads Can Resource




